
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 28 November 2019] 

 p9503c-9503c 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

RED IMPORTED FIRE ANTS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.02 am]: 
The state government has detected red imported fire ants at the port of Fremantle, and we are calling on local residents 
to help our surveillance efforts to stop the spread of this serious pest. Native to South America, the red imported 
fire ants are considered one of the world’s worst invasive ant species, as they can form super colonies, with multiple 
queens that spread quickly, and have very adverse effects on human health. Suspect red imported fire ants were 
detected at the port last week from a sample of ants collected by surveillance staff from the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development’s browsing ant response project. The department has treated several linked 
nests at Fremantle port to destroy the ants and prevent further spread of the pest, and is stepping up surveillance 
of the port and nearby surroundings for any signs of red imported fire ant. Results from genetic testing indicate 
the ants detected in WA were most likely introduced from overseas and are not linked to the Queensland detections. 
Red imported fire ants pose a significant threat to the environment, agriculture, the economy, human health and 
Australia’s outdoor lifestyle. We are asking Fremantle port workers, local residents and businesses to be alert and 
report any unfamiliar ants in the area. Red imported fire ants look similar to common native ants, are reddish 
brown in colour with a darker abdomen and between two and six millimetres long. They come in an unusual variety 
of sizes within the nests. The public has a critical role to play in this situation. Suspect ant sightings should be 
reported to the department using its MyPestGuide Reporter app, online at mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au or by 
contacting the Pest and Disease Information Service. 
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